
Directions for Activating and Using the Dried Pfeiffer™ BD Compost 
Starter One unit (one ounce) of BD Compost Starter is sufficient for 
approximately 1 to 1.5 tons (or 1.5 to 2.25 cubic yards) of material. One unit 
is the smallest quantity we can ship. One ton will be a cube of material 
measuring on average 4.5’ x 4.5’ x 4.5’ for most materials intended for 
composting. Activation of one rounded tablespoon (1 Tbsp.) should be 
sufficient for ½ to ¾ of a ton. Moisten the BD Compost Starter in a flat pan 
or dish with just enough water to keep it moist and pasty. It will take a few 
minutes to get the powder moist; then it will absorb readily so that you may 
need to moisten it once more. Then allow the moistened Compost Starter to 
activate for appropriately 12 to 16 hours or overnight. Dilute the resultant 
paste-like substance in the desired quantity of water needed to thoroughly 
treat each layer of your compost pile. (It is immaterial whether this dilution 
is done with 5 or more gallons of water, just so each unit will adequately 
moisten the material in the pile up to one ton for each unit. You can use as 
much water per unit as it needed to accomplish the task.) For small amounts 
of materials, such as kitchen garbage and table scraps: if you use the BD 
Compost Starter in a pepper shaker and sprinkle it on the garbage as it leaves 
the kitchen, the material will be rendered inoffensive and of less interest to 
dogs and other curious creatures. This technique also allows the composting 
process to begin almost immediately. Only activate the amount needed for 
smaller applications. The remaining product must be kept dry and away 
from exposure to light. If adding fresh green matter such as grass clippings 
to a pile, it is advisable to sprinkle such materials with a small amount of 
lime to capture the nitrogen content more effectively for the compost pile. 
Ensure that all materials added to the pile have sufficient moisture (50% +).  
	


